Response of the tropical cobitid Lepidocephalichthys thermalis (Valenciennes) to environmental variables: an experimental approach.
Lepidocephalichthys thermalis (Valenciennes), the Malabar loach, widely occurs in comparatively calm water bodies of the southwestern portion of peninsular India. Results are presented of a series of studies on the burying behaviour, breathing habits, respiratory metabolism, temperature tolerance and reaction to induced toxic conditions of the fish; characteristic features of the fish in relation to the constraints imposed by the environment are discussed.